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June 18, 2009

RE:  Road Safety and Driver Retesting
Dear Legislator:

Safe Roads Now is a broad and varied group of stakeholders that
have come together and are committed to working with you and
other policy makers to achieve the goal of safe roads for everyone.

We would like to see a new law in place that truly corrects
deficiencies in the current system as soon as possible. We
recommend a performance-based approach to setting standards for
driver licensing that incorporates two types of evidence: 1) linking
a medical condition or functional impairment to impaired driving
and/or increased crash risk; and 2) demonstrates the effectiveness
of licensing practices or standards in improving performance
and/or lowering crash risk. In addition, we are cognizant that this
effort will require significant resources, both financial and human,
and we urge you and other legislators to fund the necessary
reforms.

We propose the following components be incorporated:

e In-person renewal, throughout a driver’s career;

» Implementing a screening test to address issues such as
visual contrast sensitivity; visual acuity; periphery vision;
divided attention; and processing speed,;

¢ Implementing a tiered system whereby a driver would need
to take additional testing should they fail the initial testing
components and ultimately may need to take a road test.
The first two tiers could consist of non-driving assessment
tools {e.g., driving knowledge test, vision tests, and
observation of obvious physical limitations). Applicants
failing both tiers would be required to pass an on-road
driving test to renew their licenses;

¢ Additional training for law enforcement as they are often
the first to encounter an unsafe driver;

» Additional training for Registry of Motor Vehicle
personnel;

e Strengthening medical advisory board roles;

e Voluntary reporting by health care providers and immunity;

¢ Long Term Driver Ombudsman;

* Implementing a trigger system (ex — several accidents
within a few months — need to go into the Registry of
Motor Vehicles for an in-person examy);




¢ Continuing education and/or retraining programs for those who face losing their license:

¢ Implementing the recommendations of the Federal Highway Administration to improve
traffic signs and signals, pavement markings, and other roadway enhancements;

* Conducting a pilot program that includes accident review and assessment — modeled on
existing successful programs such as one utilized by the Waltham Police;

e Improving the transportation and community mobility alternatives for those who cannot
or chose not to drive; and

¢ Non-mandatory, continuing education for physicians and health providers on changes in
our state laws related to this issue.

There are currently several bills addressing road safety, driver retesting and driver impairment
pending in the Massachusetts legislature. We urge you to take action now and pass a
comprehensive bill that incorporates the above-mentioned components. At a minimum, we urge
you to pass Senate Bill No. 1900, An Act Relative to Driver Impairment, sponsored by Senator
Buoniconti and House Bill No. 2241, An Act Relative to Impaired Drivers, sponsored by
Representative Khan, into law now.

Please contact Jessica Costantino, Director of Advocacy, AARP Massachusetts, at 617.305.0538
or jcostantino@aarp.org if you have any questions or concerns.
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