M COA Property Tax Task Force
Preparing to Passan Articleat the Town M esting

Do your homework:

a) Get your Board's gpprova for your idea. Without the support of your Board, you can not go forward.

b) Gather your statigtical dataand be prepared to explain you're rationd for the article.

0 For example: Property Tax Article
How many seniors are paying Redl Estate Taxesin your community? Approximately how many
seniorswould be digiblefor your program?

d) Decide whét the potentia impact will befinanciadly to the Town.

e Determinewho will back the article. What people will spegk up to defend the article?

f) Who will opposethe article and why?

Typesof Articles

a) Petition Article: Local resdents can sign a petition and submit the article to the Board of Sdlectmen.
Check with your Town Clerk to see how many signatures are needed in your Town. Town departments
usudly submit articlesthrough the Board of Sdectmenintheform of asponsored article.

b) Sponsored Article: The Council on Aging can submit an article to the Board of Selectmen to obtain their
support for the articdle. Sample attached blue paper

Check thetime-framefor the opening of thewarrant articles:

Each town holdstheir Annua and Speciad Town Meetings on different dates. The Town Clerk and Board of
Sdlectmen can give you the proper date information.

Thisdateinformation isvery important Oncethe closng date for warrant articlesends, no new articles can be
submitted. In some cases pecid condderation from the Board of Selectmen will alow articdlesto be added, but
the normal practiceisnot to dlow articles after the warrant has been officidly closed.

In most communities the Finance Commisson sends out anctice of the scheduled Public Hearing for dl articles.

Obtaining support for theartide:

Support for the Articleis critical. Without strong support your article may not pass

a Assign specid volunteersto call supporters and give them the dates and timesfor dl public hearings.

b) Have other seniorswho can not attend the meetingswritelettersof support for thearticleand send
thelettersto the Board of Selectmen and Finance Commission.

C) Get thelocal pressactively involved with thearticle. Createa human interest sory. Peopleliketo
hear soriesabout why the articleis so important and who it will assist.

d) Write an explanation of the Articlein your monthly newdetter.

e Speak about the Article a your Friend's Meeting and other loca Senior group mestings.

f) Get as much positive press as possible.

0) Get your Articleon your locd cable gation.

h) Always offer trangportation to meetings. (Car palls, vansetc.)

Determinewhen the Board of Sdectmen will review theartide

The Board of Sdectmen normdly reviewsdl articles before they go on to the Finance Commission.  Your aticle
will be placed on the agendaa aBoard of Sdectman'smeeting. Cdl their officeto get the dateand time
information. In most casesthe C.O.A. Director isresponsible for making a presentation in reference to the article.
Arrangefor seniorsto accompany you to themesting. Their presence will be noted and recognized. Depending
on their agendatime frame, some Boards of Selectmen liketo hear from the seniors and seniors can become very
voca explaining just why they want the article to pass. Make surethat you speak to the press covering the
mesting after your presentation.



Determinewhen the Finance Commisson schedulestheir public hearings

The Board of Sdectmen will send their recommendationsfor dl articles on to the Finance Commisson. The
Finance Commisson will review dl of the articles at their scheduled posted Public Hearings. 1n most Townsthey
send out anoticeto dl Town resdentslisting al of the articles and the dates of the Public Hearings. Their
meetings are extremely important. 'Y our supporters should attend and voice their strong support at al meetings.
Most Finance Commissions hold two meetings. See atached pink paper. The Finance Commission
recommendationswill make abig difference a the Town Meeting. In many casesthevoterslisentothe
recommendations of the Finance Commission and then decide which way tovote. Inany case, itiswiseto obtain
the support of the Board of Sdectmen and Finance Commission.



